
General Synod Report for Mowbray Deanery July 2017 
 
The July Group of sessions met in York 7-10th July, the agenda presented synod members with a 
challenging programme of debate, with private members and diocesan motions, as well as group 
work, legislative business and a late addition to business following the General Election. 
 

Synod Business 
Synod began just a month following the General Election, and the Archbishops used their presidential 
powers to schedule a debate on Friday afternoon “After the General Election: A Still Small Voice of 
Calm.”  The Archbishop of York opened the debate with a call for a new values-based politics to 
restore faith in politics and politicians. A number of amendments were tabled but rejected.  The tragic 
events of Grenfell Tower were still fresh in the hearts and minds of all present, and so that the original 
motion with an emphasis on the common good, community cohesion, serving the poor at home and 
aboard, and good international relationships was overwhelmingly carried. 
 
Question time followed with a full range of issues raised which can be found here 
https://www.churchofengland.org/media/4007673/notice-paper-july-2017.pdf 
 
Saturday began with a presentation on the House of Bishops’ preparations for a new teaching 
document and pastoral advisory group on human sexuality. The Archbishop of Canterbury 
acknowledged the ‘tough and realistic debate’ in the February group of sessions and the need for a 
fresh approach, “a radical new Christian inclusion, founded in scripture.”  The teaching document, 
would not be a document that provided ‘the answer’ rather ‘a map’ of where the Church agreed and 
disagreed. The pastoral advisory group would advise dioceses on sexuality, showing the love of Christ 
to all, regardless of sexuality. The presentation was followed by questions around representation on 
working groups, process and timing.  The aim is for the teaching document to be discussed by General 
Synod by early 2020. 
 
We received a report on Presence and Engagement, the national programme of work in multi-
religious contexts. In the light of the recent terrorist attacks the debate recognised the need for 
solidarity and friendship across faiths in maintaining community peace, condemning the attempts of 
extremists to divide and challenging all hatred.  The P&E report set out 4 priorities: maintaining a 
Christian presence in every community, building bridges between faiths, discussing the Christian faith 
and equipping people for ministry in multi-faith contexts. 
 
National Support for Local Churches 
On Saturday afternoon, we took part in workshops around the national work streams Thy Kingdom 
Come, Life Events, Digital Evangelism, National events as opportunities for community 
witness, Inclusion and Outreach to the marginalised and Crossing the Generations.  Details of each 
work stream can be found here https://www.churchofengland.org/media/4000450/gs-2069-
national-support-for-the-local-church.pdf The main debate which followed aimed to draw these 
strands together, seeking the support of synod for the range of resources being made available, and 
agreement to encourage the Dioceses and parishes to engage with them in prayer and practical action.  
Overall the workshops and debate was received positively with many examples of how these 
initiatives were enabling local mission and evangelism. There was a commitment that Thy Kingdom 
Come would continue until at least 2020. 
 
Saturday ended with a Private Member’s Motion on Conversion Therapy, ‘the umbrella term for 
talking therapy or activity which attempts to change sexual orientation or gender identity.  The 
original motion was amended and carried with synod endorsing the Memorandum of Understanding 
on Conversion Therapy in the UK of Nov 2015, signed by The Royal College of Psychiatrists and 
others, calling upon the Church to be sensitive to, and to listen to, contemporary expressions of 
gender identity; and calling on the government to ban the practice of Conversion Therapy.  
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Sunday began with worship at York Minster, followed after lunch with another debate around 
sexuality, a Blackburn Diocesan motion seeking a Welcome for Transgender People with nationally 
recognised liturgical materials. During the debate, we heard from a wide variety of voices, which 
concluded with an acceptance that we need to welcome and affirm transgender people in our 
parishes, and a vote for the house of Bishops to consider whether liturgical materials might be 
developed. 
 
A report on the review of the Crown Nominations Commission followed, with an emphasis on 
choosing CNC members to represent the whole church, not particular groups, with people of maturity 
and integrity who are prayerfully open to the Holy Spirit as they approach the task. 
 
We received a report from the house of clergy, which called for a working party to bring proposals for 
a Covenant for Clergy Well-being.  The debate recognised that we are all responsible for our own 
well-being, and a healthy church looks to the health & well-being of all its ministers, lay and ordained. 
 
Another private members motion the Schools Admissions Code raised the problem of finding school 
places when moving to a new area, for clergy families in tied housing.  The motion called for provision 
so that places can be allocated ahead of the family move, with letters of appointment being accepted 
as proof of residence so that families do not have to wait until they have taken up residence to apply 
for school places. 
 
Monday began with Birmingham Diocesan Motion about the cost of applying for citizenship, currently 
£1282 for adults and £973 for each child.  It was clear that this is not a migration issue, but prohibitive 
costs for people who have chosen to live in our country, we heard stories of how people had struggled 
with simple mistakes on forms forcing them to reapply. Synod voted overwhelmingly for Mission and 
Public Affairs to investigate the issue, for the Lords Spiritual to raise the concerns in debate, and for 
parishes to offer support where needed. 
 
Business continued with a report on the elections review committee, the main reform proposed was 
moving to online elections for the next synod elections in 2020. We also heard a presentation about 
how the House of Laity should be elected, with 5 options laid out and voted upon, the results to be 
considered at the next meeting of the elections review group. 
  
Legislative business 
On Saturday two legislative items were passed as part of the simplification process, aiming to tidy up 
out of date legislative procedures and obsolete acts and measures.  Synod also unanimously approved 
the Draft Pensions Measure, with the aim that a new single draft Pensions Measure to consolidate all 
of the CofE’s pension legislation would be brought to synod in Feb 2018. 
 
On Monday, final approval was given to Draft Amending Canon 36 to permit clergy to dispense with 
canonical vesture during times of divine service where appropriate, and with checks and balances in 
place. Synod also gave final approval to Amending Canon 37 allowing for the standard burial service 
to be used for people who have killed themselves. 
 
Finally, we received the annual report of the Archbishop’s Council and the budget for 2018 before the 
Archbishop of Canterbury paid tribute to the Rt. Revd Mike Hill, Bishop of Bristol; and the Rt. Revd 
Nigel Stock, Bishop at Lambeth, who were both attending their last meeting of the Synod.  
 
All the papers and a full report of synod proceedings can be found on the CofE website here 
https://www.churchofengland.org/about-us/structure/general-synod/agendas-and-papers/july-
2017-group-of-sessions.aspx 
 
Heather Black July 2017 
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