
 

 

 

MOWBRAY DEANERY SYNOD 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 11 January 2018 at 6.45 pm at  
All Saints Church, Northallerton 

 
House of Clergy: C Backhouse, N. Carnall, J Cooper, W Dewing, I Houghton, D Gamble, 
F Mayer-Jones (Area Dean) & R Williamson 
 

Apologies: S Jukes, M King & D Simpson 
 

House of Laity:  R Bennett, S Binns, R Byas, C J Carnall, L Chapman, M Cheetham,  
A Dargue, J Drew, T Frith, P F Gardner (Lay Chair), L Gibbon, G Hartley, L Hawthorn,  
M Hunton, R Laverick, T Lewis, C Osgood, G D Potter, J Richardson, & G Walmsley 
 

Apologies: S Armstrong, D Baines, T Barker, D Cooke, C Gott, J Hindmarch, C March,  
P Sidgwick, L Waller, A Welsh, J Wilkinson & P Wise 
 

Methodist Representatives:  D Godfrey. 
 

Cleveland CandY: A Bowden & J Bowden 
 

Revd Fiona Mayer-Jones (Area Dean) welcomed everyone to the meeting, urged them to 
get a drink and biscuit, take a wander round the church and to introduce themselves to 
anyone they didn’t know. 
 
Synod members then gathered in prayer and song. 
 
Developing our Deaneries - Group Discussion and Feedback 
The question – ‘What is the most pressing issue for us to tackle together as a 
Deanery?’ was put to the Synod Meeting held on Wednesday 28 June 2017 at Knayton C 
of E Primary School, with the following feedback: 

• Increasing the number of clergy 
• Increasing lay involvement in ministry 
• Lay people entering into mission 
• Developing links and promoting unity in the Deanery 
• Working together 
• Getting to know each other  
• The Deanery assisting parishes in mission and resourcing 
• Sustainability of churches 

The question – ‘What can be done at deanery level to help a Reach/Grow/Sustain 
strategy in our churches?’ was put to the Synod Meeting held on Wednesday 20 
September 2017 at East Harlsey Village Hall, with the following feedback: 

• Share good practise and expertise 
• Help attract people to church 
• Inspire and spark 
• Prayer together 
• Hold Deanery Prayer meetings 
• Internally focus 
• Vision and enthusing 
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Developing our Deaneries - Group Discussion and Feedback (continued) 
Synod members were asked to request at the next PCC meeting ten minutes to discuss 
the following: 

• How can being part of the Deanery help us? 
• What can we offer other parishes? 

Feedback received at the meeting 
• Osmotherley Church members would be willing to share their experiences following 

the re-ordering of their Church 
• Shortage of Organists – could an organ scholar scheme/support network be set up 

to alleviate this problem? 
  

The following questions were put to the Synod Meeting for discussion within their 
benefice/plurality groups: 

• How would you like things to be in 7 years’ time? 
• What in the meantime might hinder things being like that? 
• What is the most pressing thing? 
• How might ‘the deanery’ help you? 
• What’s your next step? 

 
Synod members were asked if they could let Revd Fiona Mayer-Jones: vicar@cofe-
northallerton.org.uk /01609 773338 know of any thoughts/comments/feedback from the 
discussions at synod meetings, or from PCC discussions as the consultation over the past  
six months, which can be fed into the process of the creation of a Deanery Plan which the 
Deanery Leadership Team are working on.  All thoughts and comments on our life as a 
deanery and its future are welcome. 
 
“Sent” - Deanery Mission with Archbishop Sentamu on 13th-15th April 2018 
Revd Dianne Gamble gave a brief outline of the activities being discussed for the 
weekend. Details to be circulated shortly.  Volunteers will be needed to help at various 
times during the weekend. 
The following was circulated to the meeting: 
Praying together as a Deanery for the Deanery Mission 
On the weekend of the 13th-15th April 2018 we will be accompanied by Archbishop 
Sentamu for a Deanery Mission.  He will be coming to work alongside us in a series of 
events over the course of the three days.   
Planning has already started, and prayer has too, but we need to be praying as a Deanery 
– for this Mission in April, but also for our ongoing mission and ministry together. 
As a Deanery Synod Rep please consider the following ideas to get yourself, others you 
know, and your churches, started. 

• You yourself commit to pray – and tell someone that you are going to do that – ask 
them to do the same 

• Get together with someone else to pray for the Mission. 
• If you have a parish newsletter or church notice sheet, write something asking 

people to start praying 
• Talk to a member of clergy, PCC and/or whoever organises the intercessions on a 

Sunday morning and undertake, every Sunday morning between now and the 
Mission to pray for it using the prayer for growth (below) as part of the 
intercessions. (This will have a knock on effect that if the Mission is mentioned 
every Sunday in prayer it will raise awareness that it is happening) 

• Consider putting on a prayer event during the mission to be praying as other events 
are going on. 
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“Sent” - Deanery Mission with Archbishop Sentamu on 13th-15th April 2018 
Praying together as a Deanery for the Deanery Mission (continued) 
Pray for: 

• By name for one or two people who you know you you’d like to invite to church. 
• The group that is planning the Mission Weekend, in their thinking and the many 

practicalities that need to be consider 
• For your church/parish – how might it get involved, might it put on an event as part 

of the Mission 
• For the Archbishop and others joining us – for our joint witness of God’s love in our 

communities 
Praying doesn’t have to be long and complicated, it doesn’t have to be wordy.  You might 
simply decide that every time you are carrying out one particular mundane task (e.g. 
brushing your teeth or loading the dishwasher, or each time you stop at a red light in your 
car!) that you will remember the Archbishop and the Deanery Mission in prayer. 
A Prayer for Growth 
Generous God, source of all life and growth, grant us, our vision for our planning, 
Your wisdom for our actions, and your power for our witness; 
That through your Holy Spirit your church may grow, in number, in faithful service to our 
communities, and in love and commitment to our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 
 
Minutes and Reports 
The Minutes of the Deanery Synod meeting held on 20 September 2017, Diocesan Synod 
Report 4 November 2017, General Synod Report July 2017 and Deanery Treasurer 
Finance Report had been circulated in advance of the meeting. The Minutes were 
approved as a correct record and there were no questions arising from the Reports. 
 
News Swap 

• Orchid House, part of the Sowerby Housing Development have been very 
welcoming to approaches to hold services and an advent course 

• Deanery Confirmation on Sunday, 4 February 2018 at 6 p.m. at St Mary’s Thirsk 
Candidates from other Church are very welcome. Please contact Revd Derek 
Simpson 

• Kirby Knowle are in the process of organising a Lent Course 
• Revd Susanne Jukes was congratulated to becoming a grandparent for the second 

time 
 
Deanery Ascension Day Service – Thursday, 10 May 2018  
The venue to be decided – please contact Revd Fiona Mayer-Jones: vicar@cofe-
northallerton.org.uk /01609 773338 if your Church is willing to host this service. 
 
Deanery Synod Dates - Meeting at 6.45 p.m. to see round the church and hear about 
parish life and coffee served at 7.15 p.m.  
Wednesday, 11th April at St James, Baldersby, (tbc) 
Tuesday, 19th June at St Mary’s, Leake 
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